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The Livable Frederick Master Plan, adopted by the County 

Council on September 3, 2019 is organized into three (3) 

sections: 

 Our Vision, focusing on community aspirations, ideas, 

and preferences;

 The Development Framework, addressing the forms and 

patterns that will determine the physical shape of 

Frederick County; 

 The Action Framework, including recommended 

positions, policies, and actions in four vision themes.

Additionally, the LFMP’s Thematic Plan Map is a broad and 

vivid representation of - and a visual and narrative guide to -

the future growth, preservation, and mobility patterns 

envisioned by Frederick County and its residents during the 

development of the Livable Frederick Master Plan. 
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The Implementation Program of the Livable Frederick Master 

Plan identifies future  planning efforts in the County and 

establishes a work plan and schedule for:

• Community & Corridor Plans

• Special Area Plans

• Functional Plans

• Other Focus/Study Areas

South Frederick Corridors

Initial Planning Initiatives:

Sugarloaf Plan
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• February 10, 2020 – County announcement and kick-off of 

the Sugarloaf Area Plan & release of the “Briefing Book”

• February 27, 2020 – Community Open House

The Sugarloaf Area Plan Timeline:
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Plan Review and Adoption Process:

• Draft Plan Released – July 30, 2021

• Advisory Group comments/recommendations

• Community Open Houses (Virtual) – August 17 & 19

• Planning Commission – Review, workshops, public 
hearing, and recommendation to County Council (to begin 
in September)

• County Council – Review, workshops, public hearing, 
adoption
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• Plan Structure (Page v, vi)

Chapter 1    Introduction & Background

Chapter 2    History and Culture

Chapter 3    Sugarloaf Mountain & Stronghold, Incorporated

Chapter 4    Land Use

Chapter 5    Transportation 

Chapter 6    Watershed Water Quality

Chapter 7    Forestlands, Green Infrastructure, Biodiversity

Chapter 8    Climate Change

• Vision Statement / Goals (Page 4)

• Policies / Initiatives (Within each chapter)

• Sugarloaf Rural Heritage Overlay Zoning

District (pp. 40, 58, A-19)

- Purpose / Intent statement & Goals / Objectives 11



The Sugarloaf Treasured Landscape 

Management Plan

Goals:

• Protect and enhance the Sugarloaf Area’s natural 

resources and environmental assets, including its 

forests, waters, biodiversity, and wildlife habitats.

• Strengthen the distinct place-based identity of the 

Sugarloaf Area through the stewardship of its scenic 

and rural character, and its agricultural and cultural 

resources.

• Foster a resilient human ecology through the 

mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change.
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Initiative 7B

Establish the Sugarloaf Area Forest Initiative, modeled after 

the Linganore Watershed Forest Program, to utilize the 

County’s Forest Resource Ordinance mitigation funds to plant 

new forest on private lands.

Initiative 7G

To improve public safety and reduce the costs of property 

insurance for residents and businesses within the Planning 

Area, establish a network of water storage tanks to be owned 

and maintained by the County for rural fire suppression. 

Once piloted in the Sugarloaf Area, this initiative should be 

expanded to other rural parts of the County.

Initiative 5A

With the Sheriff’s Office and the Division of Public Works, 

explore the application of speed calming techniques to deter 

motorists who exceed the speed limit on Thurston Road and 

Park Mills Road.
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Proposed Sugarloaf Rural Heritage Overlay 
Zoning District

Purpose and Intent
The Sugarloaf Planning Area has high quality natural resources 

and unique features that support a vast, diverse, and healthy 

environment. Special protection measures are needed where 

land use changes could threaten those resources, 

environments, and features. It is the intent of the County, in 

creating this District, to ensure the long-term sustainability, 

health, and integrity of natural environmental systems, and 

maintain and protect the ecological function and rural 

qualities of the landscapes that comprise the Sugarloaf 

Planning Area. The District establishes criteria, standards, and 

review procedures for land development activities to 

minimize or eliminate adverse impacts to water quality, forest 

resources, wildlife habitats, and scenic and rural landscape 

elements. 
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Proposed Sugarloaf Rural Heritage Overlay 
Zoning District

Goals
• To address the scale and visual impact of land uses and 

development that can degrade rural qualities, excessively 

burden the transportation network, and overwhelm the 

scenic and rural nature of the Sugarloaf Planning Area

• To minimize adverse impacts of land development 

activities on forestlands and natural habitats

• To regulate the amount of impervious surfaces to control 

the volume of stormwater runoff and stream bank erosion, 

maintain levels of groundwater infiltration, and retain as 

many of the functions provided by natural land as possible
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Proposed Sugarloaf Rural Heritage Overlay 
Zoning District

Regulatory Component

Designed to address: 

• Incompatible land uses in a rural area with significant 

environmental resources

• Scale, intensity, and impact of development on forestlands, 

water quality, road network, community

Contains:

• Design Standards

• Prohibited Uses, e.g.,  shooting ranges/clubs, carnivals, 

circuses, industrial waste landfills
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Next Steps

• Compilation of comments received at the open houses

• Planning Commission Review

- Workshops

- Public Hearing

- Recommendation to the County Council

• County Council Review

- Workshops

- Public Hearing

- Adoption
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Thank you for attending!
Please provide your feedback.

Call In Information
Dial: 1-855-925-2801

Enter Code: 9006
Press * for Meeting Options

Press 1 to listen to the meeting

Press *2 to record a comment to be played during the meeting

Press *3 to be placed in a queue to comment live during the meeting

Submit Comments via Email
SugarloafAreaPlan@FrederickCountyMD.gov

mailto:SugarloafAreaPlan@FrederickCountyMD.gov

